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St John’s 

Evangelical Lutheran Church & School 
520 W Chestnut St, Lake City, MN  55041 

651-345-3523 (church)      651-345-4092 (school) 

www.StJohnsLakeCity.com 

office@StJohnsLakeCity.com 

 

Fifth Sunday of Easter + Mother’s Day 
10 May 2020      9:00 A.M. 

 

Welcome!  We’re glad you’re here at our virtual worship 

service!  We’re a group of people from all different 

backgrounds who love to learn about what God has done for 

us.  You and everyone are welcome to learn about God with 

the people of St. John’s  and find helpful guidance for your 

life.  Feel free to bring us your questions, or your feedback so 

we can improve.  Or ask how to be part of a group 

conversation about faith in Jesus. 

   We would love to stay in contact with you.  Let us know 

how you want to be contacted: email us so we can use your 

email address to send pertinent info as often as you want, or 

call us with your phone number so we can call, or mail us your 

mailing address.  God bless your week.  Hear God’s Word 

with us again! 

 
Pre-Worship Prayer     Heavenly Father, As we gather around Your 
Word to continue celebrating Your Son’s resurrection, we also pause 
to thank You for the gift of life, which You gave us especially through 
our mothers.  If our mothers are now with You, thank You.  If our 
mothers are still on earth, draw them closer to You through saving 
faith in Your Son, so that they may spend eternity in Your holy 
presence, not by their merits, but through the good life Your Son 
lived as their Substitute.  In His name, Amen. 
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The Lord Serves His People 
 
Worship Theme Christ is Risen!  Grow! 

 
Hymn Our Thanks, O God, for Mothers 

1. Our thanks, O God, for mothers who follow in Your way 

And who, with glad and trusting hearts, exalt You ev’ry day. 

2. Our thanks, O God, for mothers who meet You oft in prayer, 
And who, for all life’s toil and care, find strength and wisdom there. 

3. Our thanks, O God, for mothers who show by word and deed 
Commitment to Your will and plan, and Your commandments heed. 

4. How bless-éd are the children who in their parents see 

The tender Father-love of God and follow them to Thee. 

 
Invocation 
Pastor:  In the NAME  —of the Father, who founded the family  —and of 

the Son  who redeemed our families and adopted us into God’s 

family  —and of the Holy Spirit, who sanctifies us daily for God-

pleasing conduct within our families. 

Congregation:  Amen.  We are His children through Jesus’ blood.  

So we rejoice to come into His presence, both to celebrate 

Christ’s resurrection and to praise Him for mothers! 

 
Worship Dialog 

P: A wife of noble character who can find? 

C: She is worth far more than rubies. 

P: Her husband trusts her with all his heart and lacks nothing of value. 

C: She brings him good, not harm, all the days of her life. 
[Proverbs 31:10-12] 

P: A wife of noble character is her husband’s crown, 

C: but a disgraceful wife is like a rotting in his bones. [Prov 12:4] 
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P: He who finds a wife finds something good and has received favor 

from the LORD. 

C: Her children stand up and bless her;                   [Proverbs 18:22] 

P: her husband also, and he sings her praises: 

C: “Many women do noble things, but you surpass them all.” 

P: Charm is deceptive, and beauty evaporates; 

C: but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised. 

P: Reward her for what she has accomplished for her family  [see Proverbs 

31:28-31] 

C: and let her achievements praise her in men’s discussions! 

P: Parents, discipline your children while there is still hope; 

C: do not be a willing party to their death.          [see Proverbs 19:18] 

P: Used properly, the rod of correction imparts wisdom,    [see Prov 29:15] 

C: but children left to themselves disgrace their mother. 

P: Children, listen to your father’s instruction 

C: and do not neglect your mother’s teaching.           [Proverbs 1:8] 

P: Righteous children make their parents rejoice;             [Proverbs 23:24] 

C: those whose children are wise take delight in them. 
 
P: Let us confess our sins against God’s gift of family.  Heavenly 

Father, we stand humbly before You, acknowledging that we often 

do not live up to the title “children of God.” 

C: We don’t always regard our family as a precious 

blessing—one which deserves our time and attention.  As 

children we haven’t always given our parents the respect 

You commanded us to give.   
P: In Your mercy forgive our selfishness and negligence.   

C: Please move us by Your forgiving love to change our 

attitudes and our ways.  Grant this for Jesus’ sake.  Amen. 
P: God, our heavenly Father, demonstrated His amazing love for us by 

causing His Son Jesus to take our punishment on Himself.  Jesus’ 

death on the cross removed God’s wrath from us.  And don’t forget 

Christ’s active obedience: as our Substitute in life, He always 
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respected His parents and others in authority.  God now counts 

Jesus’ behavior as yours!  Moreover, to this day our Father loves us 

so much that He disciplines patiently  as often as we need it.  With 

joy I remind you of God’s forgiveness for all your sins.  May you 

draw on the Lord’s almighty strength to rededicate yourself to the 

role(s) God has assigned you in your family. 

C: (sing) For mothers, fathers, now we praise. tune: CW165 

Through them we learned Your saving ways;  

Rememb’ring now, our hearts we raise: 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Live in our homes, O Lord, we pray;  

Lead parents, children, in Your way,  

That Christian love may fill each day. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 
Prayer of the Day 
P: Father of heavenly lights, every good and perfect gift comes from 

You, including mothers and Christ’s resurrection, which we are glad 

to continue celebrating.  Inspire us through Your Word to be eager 

for everything that is good.  Hear us and help us because of Jesus 

our Substitute and Advocate. 

C: He is there at Your right hand, alive and reigning with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
First Lesson Acts 17:1-12 
1When they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, 

they came to Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish 

synagogue. 2As his custom was, Paul went into the synagogue, 

and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the 

Scriptures, 3explaining and proving that the Christ had to 

suffer and rise from the dead.  “This Jesus I am proclaiming to 

you is the Christ,” he said. 4Some of the Jews were persuaded 

and joined Paul and Silas, as did a large number of God-

fearing Greeks and not a few prominent women. 5But the Jews 
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were jealous; so they rounded up some bad characters from 

the marketplace, formed a mob and started a riot in the city.  

They rushed to Jason’s house in search of Paul and Silas in 

order to bring them out to the crowd. 6But when they did not 

find them, they dragged Jason and some other brothers before 

the city officials, shouting: “These men who have caused 

trouble all over the world have now come here, 7and Jason has 

welcomed them into his house.  They are all defying Caesar’s 

decrees, saying that there is another king, one called Jesus.” 
8When they heard this, the crowd and the city officials were 

thrown into turmoil. 9Then they made Jason and the others 

post bond and let them go. 10As soon as it was night, the 

brothers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea.  On arriving there, 

they went to the Jewish synagogue. 11Now the Bereans were 

of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they 

received the message with great eagerness and examined the 

Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true. 12Many 

of the Jews believed, as did also a number of prominent Greek 

women and many Greek men. 

P: The person who belongs to God listens to God’s Word. 

C: Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and 

obey it. (John 8:47 and Luke 11:28) 

 
Psalm of the Day Psalm 33 on p. 79 in hymnal 

 
Epistle Lesson 1 Peter 2:4-12 
4As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by men but 

chosen by God and precious to him— 5you also, like living 

stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy 

priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 

through Jesus Christ. 6For in Scripture it says: “See, I lay a 

stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one 

who trusts in him will never be put to shame.” 7Now to you 
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who believe, this stone is precious.  But to those who do not 

believe, “The stone the builders rejected has become the 

capstone,” 8and, “A stone that causes men to stumble and a 

rock that makes them fall.”  They stumble because they 

disobey the message—which is also what they were destined 

for. 9But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy 

nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the 

praises of him who called you out of darkness into his 

wonderful light. 10Once you were not a people, but now you 

are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but 

now you have received mercy. 11Dear friends, I urge you, as 

aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful 

desires, which war against your soul. 12Live such good lives 

among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing 

wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the 

day he visits us. 

P: You have heard the Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Verse of the Day 2 Peter 3:18 
P:   Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

C:  Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.  To him be glory both now and forever!  Alleluia! 

 
Gospel John 14:1-12 
1“Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Trust in God; trust also 

in me. 2In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not 

so, I would have told you.  I am going there to prepare a place 

for you. 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 

back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I 

am. 4You know the way to the place where I am going.”  
5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are 

going, so how can we know the way?”  6Jesus answered, “I am 
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the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father 

except through me. 7If you really knew me, you would know 

my Father as well.  From now on, you do know him and have 

seen him.”  8Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that 

will be enough for us.”  9Jesus answered: “Don’t you know 

me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long 

time?  Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.  How can 

you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Don’t you believe that I am 

in the Father, and that the Father is in me?  The words I say to 

you are not just my own.  Rather, it is the Father, living in me, 

who is doing his work. 11Believe me when I say that I am in 

the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the 

evidence of the miracles themselves. 12I tell you the truth, 

anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing.  

He will do even greater things than these, because I am going 

to the Father.” 

P: You have heard the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
Hymn of the Day #145 

 
Sermon Isaiah 49:15-16a 
15Can a mother forget the baby at her breast and have no 

compassion on the child she has borne?  Though she may 

forget, I will not forget you! 16See, I have engraved you on the 

palms of my hands. 

Mother’s Day Calls for Remembering 

and Rejoicing in God 
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Apostles’ Creed 

   I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth. 

   I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 

buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again 

from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of God the Father almighty.  From there He will 

come to judge the living and the dead. 

   I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection 

of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
We Gather a Thank Offering 

 
Prayers of the Church 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C:   Our Father, who art in heaven,  

Hallowed be Thy name,  

Thy kingdom come,  

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread,  

And forgive us our trespasses  as we forgive those who 

trespass against us,  

And lead us not into temptation,  

But deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Hymn A Christian Wife and Mother      tune: CW538 

1. A Christian wife and mother: God’s gift from heav’n above, 

to members of her family, a source of constant love, 

an help-meet for her husband in good and evil days, 

a blessing to her children in e’er so many ways.  

2. She always well remembers her marriage vows with love,  

to live in sacred honor with help from heav’n above 

with him whom she has taken as partner in her life 

according to God’s ord’nance, a truly faithful wife. 

3. She looks with love and favor upon her children fair 

as precious gifts from heaven God gave into her care. 

With Christian admonition and nurture in the Lord,  
she rears them well and wisely with Scripture’s full accord. 

4. Thank God for Christian mothers!  Remember them today, 

and call upon your Savior to bless their earthly stay.  

They are a nation’s blessing, a stronghold in the home. 

We honor and salute them now and in life to come. 

 
Prayer about God’s Word 

P: Blessed Lord, You have caused Your Holy Scriptures to be written 

for our learning.  Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn, 

and inwardly digest them, so that by patience and comfort of Your 

Holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold firm to the blessed hope 

of everlasting life, which You have given us in our Savior Jesus 

Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 
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Blessing 
P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one 

another.  Serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine 

on you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look on you with His 

favor and grant you His  peace. 

 
 

Final Song Borning Cry – LAPPY p. 34 
 

Acknowledgments 
Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION.  Copyright © 1973, 

1978, 1984 International Bible Society.  Used by permission of Zondervan Bible Publishers. 

Material reprinted from CW: Service of the Word by permission of Northwestern Publishing 

House because this congregation has purchased enough copies of CW. 

 “A Christian Wife and Mother” words by John Mueller.  Other information on words unknown. 

 “Our Thanks, O God, for Mothers” words by Lois S. Johnson © 1967 Singspiration Music, 

admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing.  Reprinted under CCLI license #11373088. 

 

Memory Verse of the Month Titus 3:5 

God saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, 

but because of his mercy.  He saved us through the washing 

of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. 

 

VIRTUAL WORSHIP   From March 22 our services have been 
streamed on our YouTube channel through a borrowed computer.  
Now they are live-streamed through our church owned computer.  
You can still watch the worship videos anytime, but now you can 
also watch live as each worship video is being recorded.  Find our 
YouTube channel through our website www.StJohnsLakeCity.com, 
or by navigating to YouTube on your electronic device or smartTV, 
and searching for “St. John’s Lutheran Church Lake City MN.” 
 

http://www.stjohnslakecity.com/
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SERVING THE LORD AND US 
May 10, 2020 

 

Preacher: Pastor Nathan Cordes   651-448-3559    KnowJesusBetter@StJohnsLakeCity.com 

Organist: Sandi Rodman 
Audiovisual Techs: Chris Fischer, Kristi Gross 
Flower Committee for May:  Judy Lortscher and Lois Brinkman 
Our LES Teachers:  
 Mr. David Zabel, Principal, Gr. 6-8  Miss Katie Siverly, Gr. PK 
 Mrs. Denise Steffenhagen, Gr. K Mrs. Jamie Fischer, Gr. PK 
 Mrs. Erin Achey, Gr. 1-2 Miss Molly Ring, Gr. 3-5 
 

 

Some of the Ways We Responded to Jesus’ Love 

Attendance last week 
Sunday Morning Worship–God knows 

Sunday Bible Class – 0   Men’s Bible Class – 0 
G.R.O.W – 0     W.E.B.S. – 0  

Memorials: LaVonne Fick; Video $130, Playground $25 
Ruthabelle Brunkow; Video $10 

We thank the Lord for moving us to give generously for the spread of God’s Word! 
Monthly financial reports are available on the information desk 

or by email or U.S. Mail. 

 

BIRTHDAYS this week are; Barb Fick, Alexa Atkinson, Tyler 
Borgschatz, Betty Liffrig and Sandi Rodman.  Please send corrections 
and additions to the office Monday - Friday, 8 am - 3 pm at 345-3523 
or email office@stjohnslakecity.com 
 

JESUS CARES MINISTRIES   This announcement is about the 
national ministry that our local Jesus Cares services is a part of.  JCM 
has a donor who will match our donations dollar for dollar.  Contact 
our office if you’d like to send a gift for JCM. 
 

DID YOU KNOW   that you can receive a daily devotion by 
email?  Go to www.WELS.net, scroll down to “Daily Devotion” on the 
right side.  Then you have options: subscribe, read archived 
devotions, have the devotion read to you, read a portion of the Bible, 
download the mobile app, check out “What about Jesus.com.” 

mailto:offcie@stjohnslakecity.com
http://www.wels.net/
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Opportunities for Learning and Spending Time Together Virtually 
May 10, 2020 – May 17, 2020 

Sunday – Mother’s Day 
  9:00 AM   Live-stream of our 

service on YouTube 
10:30 AM   Rebroadcast of 9 AM 

service on local cable 
Channel 18 

 

Monday & Tuesday  
 

Wednesday   
7:00 PM   Rebroadcast of Sunday’s 

service on channel 18 

Thursday 
 

Friday  
 

Saturday  
 

Sunday  
  9:00 AM   Live-stream of our 

service on YouTube 
10:30 AM   Rebroadcast of 9 AM 

service on local cable 
Channel 18 

 

WITNESS WEBSITE  WhatAboutJesus.com, produced by the WELS 
Commission on Evangelism, is a great outreach tool.  Visit it yourself or 

point your unchurched friends, relatives, co-workers, and neighbors 

there to learn about Jesus.  Features include: daily devotions, Sunday 
worship helps, Q&A for those learning about Jesus, and numerous 
articles and Bible studies on many diverse subjects. 
 

FLEXIBLE AND PATIENT   When a majority of the population 
has developed immunity to the coronavirus through their own 
infection or through vaccination, we may be permitted to move 
about freely like we did in 2019.  Until then we are wise to 
participate in all the ways that slow down the spread of the virus.  
Staying isolated at home when we are sick is wise.  Wearing a 
mask during worship can help the wearer not spread the virus—
what a great way to show love to others!  Having only one person 
(a doorman or doorwoman) touch the door handle of the 
church—wisdom.  Bringing your own hymnal to church—wisdom 
(assuming you have your own hymnal).  Sitting in tight household 
groups with adequate distance between each household—
wisdom.  How will church change when we come back together?  
Will we all be flexible and patient so we can focus on God’s Word? 


